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It was published, in the Portugal Official Gazette, the Law no. 13-B/2021, of April 5th, that entered into force 

on April 6th. This law corresponds to the ninth amendment to Law no. 1-A/2020, of 19 March, establishing the 

termination of the regime for the suspension of procedural deadlines. Law no. 13-B/2021 revokes articles 6-B 

and 6-C of Law no. 1-A/2020, which stipulated the said suspension regime. 

In general, the changes introduced by Law no. 13-B/2021 favored the attendance of all parties in a large part 

of procedural acts, maintaining the suspension of some acts to be practiced in insolvency and executive 

proceedings. 

Thus, according to article 6-E, no. 2, a) and b) of the law in question, all trial hearings, as well as any other 

audiences for questioning witnesses, are preferably held in person, but, only when this is not possible, the said 

article admits its realization by means of distance communication. 

Regarding criminal procedures, the law in question, in its article 6-E, no. 4, determines that the accused’s 

statement, as well as the statements of the assistant and civil parties, will always be carried out in person. As 

for other measures that require the physical presence of the parties, the said law requires that those audiences 

are held in person, admitting its realization by means of distance communication only when that isn’t possible. 

Additionally, as already mentioned, article 6-E, no. 7 of the law in question maintained the suspension regime 

regarding certain acts in insolvency and executive process, namely the presentation of the debtor to the 

insolvency or the limitation and prescription periods related to these processes. 

Finally, regarding administrative deadlines, article 4 of the law in question determines that the deadlines that, 

before the suspension, would expire during the period of the said suspension, will only expire in the twentieth 

business day of May. 

To access to the complete text of Law no. 13-B/2021, of April 5th, please click on the following link: 

https://dre.pt/web/guest/home/-/dre/160893638/details/maximized 

https://dre.pt/web/guest/home/-/dre/160893638/details/maximized
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If you do not intend to receive these communications, you may oppose, at any time, to the use of your data for these purposes, by 

sending a written request to the following email address: geral@ctsu.pt. CTSU also ensures the right to access, update, rectify and 

delete, as per the applicable law, upon written request sent to the above mentioned email address. This communication contains only 

general information, therefore it is not an advice nor a provision of professional services by CTSU. Before any act or decision which may 

affect you, you should seek advice from a qualified professional. CTSU is not liable for any damages or losses suffered as a result of 

decision-making based on this communication. 

CTSU – Sociedade de Advogados, SP, RL, SA, is a Portuguese independent law firm, and the Deloitte Legal practice in Portugal. 

 

Deloitte Legal means the legal practices of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited (“DTTL”) member firms, their affiliates or their related 

entities that provide legal services. The exact nature of these relationships and provision of legal services differs by jurisdiction, to allow 

compliance with local laws and professional regulations. Each Deloitte Legal practice is legally separate and independent, and cannot 

obligate any other Deloitte Legal practice. Each Deloitte Legal practice is liable only for its own acts and omissions, and not those of 

other Deloitte Legal practices. For legal, regulatory and other reasons, not all member firms, their affiliates or their related entities 

provide legal services or are associated with Deloitte Legal practices.   
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